
Appendix 4

13. Enforcement 

Licensing authorities are required by regulation under the Gambling Act 2005 to state the 
principles to be applied by the authority in exercising the functions under Part 15 of the Act 
with respect to the inspection of premises; and the powers under section 346 of the Act to 
institute criminal proceedings in respect of the offences specified. 

The Kent & Medway Licensing Steering Group has formulated a Compliance and 
Enforcement Protocol which each Licensing Authority and Responsible Authority has 
agreed. The purpose of this protocol is to facilitate co-operation and co-ordination between 
enforcement agencies in pursuance of both the Gambling Act 2005 and the Licensing Act 
2003. It will underpin the mutual operational support required to tackle licensing issues. 

This licensing authority’s principles are that it will:

 Act in accordance with the relevant legislation and guidance from the Gambling 
Commission;

 Have due regard to the Kent & Medway Licensing Steering Group’s ‘Compliance and 
Enforcement Protocol’

 Adopt the principles of better regulation set out in the Regulators’ Code, and;
 Endeavour to avoid duplication with other regulatory regimes so far as possible

In doing so, this authority will endeavour to be:

 Proportionate: regulators should only intervene when necessary: remedies should 
be appropriate to the risk posed, and costs identified and minimised; 

 Accountable: regulators must be able to justify decisions, and be subject to public 
scrutiny; 

 Consistent: rules and standards must be joined up and implemented fairly; 
 Transparent: regulators should be open, and keep regulations simple and user 

friendly; and 
 Targeted: regulation should be focused on the problem, and minimise side effects 

Additionally, this authority recognises the importance of not placing unnecessary regulatory 
burdens upon businesses and will aim to carry out its regulatory activities in a way that supports 
compliance and growth.

This licensing authority has adopted and implemented a risk-based inspection programme, 
based on; 

 The licensing objectives 
 Relevant Codes of Practice 
 Guidance issued by the Gambling Commission, in particular Part 36 
 The principles set out in this statement of licensing policy 

The main enforcement and compliance role for this licensing authority in terms of the 
Gambling Act 2005 will be to ensure compliance with the Premises Licences and other 
permissions which is authorises. 

The Gambling Commission will be the enforcement body for the Operator and Personal 
Licences. 

It is also worth noting that concerns about manufacture, supply or repair of gaming 
machines are not dealt with by the Licensing Authority but should be notified to the 
Gambling Commission.   The Gambling Commission will also be responsible for 
compliance regarding unlicensed premises.


